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Joanne Sciulli My name is Jaleesa Freeman, and | want to give you a quick introduction of the youth here to
Executive Director testify, and also in the room. These young people are Youth Educator Interns at Solar
Youth. Solar Youth is a New Haven based organization that works with up to 500 children
per year.
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ar Our mission is to empower youth to achieve lifelong success. We do this through long term

Jennifer Milikowsky supportive relationships in programs that incorporate environmental exploration, youth-led
Member

problem solving and mindfulness.

Maria “Angel” Gomez

T
reasarer All of the youth you see in yellow shirts came here today, delaying their return home from a

JoAnne Moore 3-day Leadership Retreat in New Hampshire. They are exhausted, but felt strongly about
Member coming to speak with you about the importance of this program in their lives and their
Joanne Sciulli neighborhoods. We currently receive funding through the Judicial Department’s Youth
Member Prevention Initiative.
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LaShae Morrison, age 17. Years in Solar Youth: 8

Good afternoon Senator Osten, Senator Formica, Representative Walker, Representative Ziobron and
distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee. My name is LaShae Morrison. I'm 17 and I've
been involved with Solar Youth for 8 years. | am here to comment on H.B. No. 7027.

Solar Youth is one of hundreds of high quality service providers at jeopardy due to the State Budget crisis.
We are here today to urge your continued support, not just of Solar Youth but all the efficient, impactful
organizations that create supports and opportunities for youth most at-risk of getting involved in behaviors
that affect their lives, families, neighborhoods, and ultimately all people in the state due to the costs of
addressing the problems.

With a small budget of $700,000, Solar Youth is able to empower youth from my community to achieve
lifelong success. Not only so we can be economically self-sufficient, but more importantly they teach the
skills and motivations to contribute to our community, have healthy family and social relationships, and
physical and mental health.

Last year, 66 of my peers and friends were able to have paid internships. For me, it is so important for these
opportunities to be available. The intern program has molded me into a responsible and respectable young
lady. It taught me the importance of responsibilities, and provided me with lifelong skills that | can use in my
future. Without this program | am almost positive that most of my peers would have fallen victim to,
unfortunately, the way society is set up in our communities. They would have been fighting, engaging in
vandalism, dropping out of school, and drug activity. This is why your support is so important to me and my
peers. Please, try your hardest to continue to fund programs like Solar Youth and maintain support for the
Youth Prevention Initiative.

Karoz Toney, age 18. Years in Solar Youth: 3

My name is Karoz Toney. I’'m 18 years-old and I've been an intern with Solar Youth for 3 years. This program
means so much to me and has had such an impact on my life. Without Solar Youth | would be a completely
different person.

I live in a public housing development in New Haven, where it’s easy for youth to get involved in negative
activities. | know where youth | work with can end up. Statistically they end up on the wrong path, as | have
seen happen with many of my peers. Solar Youth is the pillar of our community and its survival is vital to the
success of youth, not just in my neighborhood, but others too.

Solar Youth isn't just a program, a job, or a building; Solar Youth is a second home and a place of endless
resources. No matter where you are in your life, you can count on Solar Youth to be there to help you. If
they don't have the resources or capacity to help you, they point you in the right direction. Solar Youth has
provided me with some amazing opportunities. The people and networking opportunities i have been set up
with will help me shape my future.

Working with kids has been a great opportunity and is a major contributor to my success. My experience at
Solar Youth has helped me to decide my major in college. Because of Solar Youth | know that | want to work
with youth in the future. Next fall | will be entering my freshman year of college as an education major.
Thank you for listening and | hope that you consider our request to continue funding for the Youth Prevention
Initiative, and Solar Youth.




Please support continued
funding for Solar Youth!

Solar Youth’s mission is to €eMMpPOwWer young people to

achieve lifelong success through connection to the
environment, their communities and each other.

In order to have transformational impact on the lives of the youth we serve —
those living in the New Haven neighborhoods with the highest rates of poverty,
crime and health disparities — Solar Youth has created a menu of programs
called the Cycle of Stewardship that allow youth to progressively build on
experiences over time, gaining critical personal and social competencies and
professional skills and serving as stewards to their communities and
environment.

SOLAR YOUTH PROGRAMS...

® Target youth with the fewest supports and resources to succeed

® Are offered year-round for youth from ages 4 to 18+

e Nurture personal and social competencies

® Provide rigorous professional training for teenagers

® C(Create the next generation of community and environmental stewards
e Give youth a boost in science class

® Are youth-driven

» Are cost effective: solar Youth serves 450+ youth annually, all on
an annual budget of $700,000. In the coming year, with support from the
State of Connecticut, Solar Youth expects to serve close to 600 youth as
we expand programs to support 100% high school graduation and
career/college planning.

Solar Youth saves Connecticut money:

e According to the recent report, “The Economic Value of Opportunity
Youth,” each youth who is neither in school nor employed “imposes — on
average and compared to other youth —an immediate taxpayer burden
of $13,900 per year and an immediate social burden of $37,450 per year
(2011 dollars). When these “opportunity youth” reach 25, “he or she will
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Quick Fact for SY

# Youth Reached/year:
>370

# Teenagers hired/year:
>50

Yearly Budget: $700,000

Major Program
Elements:

Youth-led
Community Service
Action Projects

Exploration
of the urban and
natural environment

Training in
Nonviolent
Communication

Skills in
Mindfulness, conflict
resolution, & stress-
reduction

Employability skills for
teens as educators and
community
problem-solvers

subsequently impose a future lifetime taxpayer burden of $170,740 and a social burden of $529,030.”
e According to the Connecticut After School Network, “every dollar invested in after school programs will
save taxpayers approximately $3, not including the savings from reduced crime” and “$1.7 to $2.3

million is saved by putting one high-risk youth on the right path.”

Please continue to support the Youth Service Prevention Initiative grants

via the State Judicial Department!



Solar Youth's Cycle of Stewardship

PROGRAMS: a young person’s journey can start as early PRESENCE: solar Youth nurtures young people PARTNERS: vouth have needs beyond our expertise.

as age 4 and continue into adulthood. In the final phase, youth are through a consistent presence in their communities and lives.  Through Eartnerships, Solar Youth provides supports and oppor-

seasoned leaders, serving as educators for younger children. The We build safe, consistent, loving relationships with youth tunities that go beyond what we alone can offer. As a result, the
circle below shows the Cycle's menu of programs. throughout their childhood and adolescence. system of support is more efficient and effective.

Youth Start Here Result... e

Youth are Healthy and Years in Solar Youth: 8

Rakema
Years in Solar Youth: 6

89% Youth become Happy Stewards of Their
of ol dicatetht I:l?gggrti ay%?; ;%lgr Communities and Own
olar Youth helps you :
become better g youtn T KAYES, FTSRIEA AN

h Motivated to Succeed.
friends

“I learned to b irl and not to fight with 1 Youth “| learned to balance myrie and
ot;:rr;:oploe ;hae;\tc;ei\!: Eag (s)tuf?f’ o C ltYCOIOgy money better, and ga_ined more
AGES4T0'8 Educator patence with youth-
Royshon :
Yea¥s in Solar Youth: 7 InternShlp Years |M°ntre,"
0 ears in Solar Youth: 2
TEENS 95% :

of Interns indicate that

9 1% Solar Youth prepared them
! ¢ otfh\ngesm‘s inYdicatle for future
s at dolar You
B = helped them develop a Steward Green employment
;’,[Ee;alfse of Solar n;eor:?epg? Isté\l{lte T J b “Solar Youth opened my eyes to
i:::y]ne%geltﬂ;:;ﬁ;;td " eams 0 S community, respect, friendship,
’ : d leadership.”
AGES9TO L2 Internship B
Tatyana Damaris
Years in Solar Youth: 6 \ Leade s n TEENS+ Years in Solar Youth: 2
0 . .
; 0
of families ind]i-caéothat Solar Tralnlng £st dgg @th £5al
Youth teaches youth to be AGES12T0O 14 of Stewards indicate that Solar
more sensitive to the [Yiouth be\;lJls youth \.\zﬁnt tol
feelings of others o well in schoo
“| am a better person to other people “| learned so much about the environ-
and myself, and | believe that | can do ment and want to learn MORE!”
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exploration, community service and leadership development. Data from fiscal year 2011-2012 feedback.

"I have two
grand-kids in
Solar Youth. TJ
has been in
Solar Youth for
four years now
and he has
overcome his
shy-ness. He
learned to help
others more.
He is an honor
student with help from Solar Youth.
Tyjon just joined. He is doing very well in

95-100% of Families
agreed that because of
Solar Youth...

..my child is motivated
to do well in school

..my child is more
sensitive to the
feelings of others

..my child is actively
engaged in learning

“I feel peaceful
..my child likes to help = X8 Solar Youth.

others 'Solar Youth.”
—Tomas

-Elizabeth Yarbrough, Grandmother.




